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INTRODUCTION

The Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic has
caused significant morbidity and mortality in the world.
Other than vaccination, early identification and rapid
iIsolation remain key strategies to curb the pandemic. A
saliva test kit is an important screening tool for early
identification. However, the willingness to pay (WTP) for the
COVID-19 testing kit remains unclear.

OBJECTIVE

To identify the willingness to pay for the saliva test kit and to
identify the factors Iinfluencing willingness to pay and
financing mechanism preference for the saliva test kit

METHODOLOGY

This Is a cross-sectional study and was conducted among
HCW in Kedah in 2021. The study used convenience
sampling and the sample size was 621 HCWs from hospital
and health clinic in Kedah. A questionnaire was adopted
based on previous studies assessing willingness to pay and
was distributed via online medium using Google Forms (1,2).
The study variables include sociodemographic
characteristics, willingness to pay for saliva test kits, and
financing mechanism preference. Payment scale and open-
ended method were used to collect the value for WTP.

Table 1: Financing mechanism preference for the saliva test kit
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RESULTS & DISCUSSION
The study found WTP for the saliva test kit was
RM6.75 or USD 1.59 which is lower as compared to
the selling price of RM19 at the time of the study.
The WTP was also lower than the previous study
conducted in Kenya which reported a mean WTP for
saliva test kit value of USD 5.59 (3). The study
found four factors influencing on the WTP for saliva
test kits including females, tertiary education,
professional groups, and household Income
>RM5000. Females had higher WTP as compared to
males could be due to they are more health
conscious and have higher health literacy (4).
Professional groups were willing to pay more for
saliva test kit could be due to they had higher
education and monthly income (1,5). As for the
financing mechanism preference, the majority of
the respondents believed that individuals did not
need to pay out of pocket for the saliva test
(60.2%). Instead, respondents prefer employers
(64.1%), government (67.4%) and health insurance
(70.4%) to pay fully for the saliva test kit (Table 1)

CONCLUSION

The study reported WTP for saliva test kits among
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Variables Frequency Percentage [ HCWSs in Kedah was RM®6.75 or USD 1.59. Factors
S Nt e et A 60.2 influencing WTP include female, tertiary education,
Yes, pay for 3 142 72 8 professional group, and household income. The
portion . . ap -
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Yes, pay fully 105 16.9 _ _ "
Employers need to pay for salivatest Mo g5 (5 3 out of pocket for the saliva test kit and stated it’s the
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portion I .
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Yes, pay for a 134 21.6 HCWs and facilitate government to set appropriate
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\ Health insurance needs to pay for saliva Mo 103 16.6 aCCGSS|b|l|ty Of the Sal|Va test k|t
test
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